MARK   TWAIN
Other episodes of the period were Mark
Twain's brief pilgrimages to Canada. They
were made to ' acquire copyright,5 a sort of
purification necessary under the existing law,
but they turned into social and public triumphs.
There was a great dinner at Montreal (1880),
and on the next trip (1883) an invitation to
stay at Rideau Hall, Ottawa, where resided
the Marquis of Lome and his wife, the Princess
Louise, daughter of Queen Victoria. Mr.
Paine, the biographer, writes of this: * It is a
good deal like a fairy tale . . . the bare-footed
boy of Hannibal who had become a printer, a
pilot, a rough-handed miner, being summoned
by royalty as one of America's foremost men
of letters.'
It takes an American democrat to see these
things in their proper light.
Meantime The Prince and the Pauper had
already appeared (1880), meeting with a re-
ception in which approval mingled with dis-
appointment. It is told that a certain great
classical scholar of the eighteenth century said
to Alexander Pope, when his * Iliad and
Odyssey * appeared, ' It's a very pretty poem,
Mr. Pope, but it is not Homer.5 Many readers
felt this way about The Prince and the Pauper,
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